HINDUISM,   OLD   AND   NEW
passed over—it would be unfair to India if they were, for
India herself will have to rid herself of them, and I believe
it is Christ and none other who will help her to do so.
Hanky-panky, superstition, and magic are all mixed up
with religion, especially in the villages. In a vast country
like India, where the official religion has done little to dis-
courage these things, it is inevitable that charlatanism and
superstition should flourish. We have only to read the
advertisement pages of any paper in England to see our-
selves surrounded by them. But in some communities in
India, they are rampant, and more especially in the village
life of the country. Times and seasons are held to be of
great significance. Every day there is a " ragukalam,"
usually lasting about one and a half hours, during which
" time it is inauspicious to do anything. A few of our patients
in Neyyoor refuse to have operations done during these
periods, and the majority of our Hindu patients consult an
astrologer or the family Guru (counsellor) before deciding
on which day to have their operation. The influence of the
Guru on the family is very great; he is their father-con-
fessor, and they obey his advice on many matters. If he is a
good man (and some whom I know are excellent people), he
may exert a really good influence on the family. His rela-
tion to the family is not unlike that of the priest in some
parts of Southern Ireland. The drawback of both is the
same. The religion of the Guru has so much to do with
formality and observance, so little to do with character
or integrity, that his advice is apt to be confined to things
such as horoscopes, auspicious times, and other super-
stitions.
On one occasion, I had to go 40 miles to perform an
operation on a leading and devout Hindu. I was not
allowed to start from my house until 4.30 p.m., and had to
arrive at his by 6.30. The operation could not begin until
7 in the evening—an inconsiderate arrangement on the
part of the spirit world, for it is dark before 7 In South
India all the year round. However, all went off well, and
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